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had to pitch his lonely tent in the desert. He was bored
to extinction.
Placed in such a situation other men endeavour to study,
to improve their education, to play cards or cultivate .music.
Herr von Papen, to relieve his loneliness, hit upon the idea
of spinning together the threads he had picked up in
American days.
When he had returned home via Falmouth, Papen had
only taken with him part of his records. Some of his official
papers and his notes, in particular the documents relating
to the Rintelen trials which were then in progress, and his
correspondence with Indian, South American and Irish
conspirators, remained behind in his archives at Washington.
His secretaries had seen to it that these papers were sent
back to Germany by very circuitous routes. Papen had
these letters and documents straightway sent to him in his
tent in Palestine : they were beautifully arranged, labelled
and indexed.
Before the documents, which again travelled by a devious
route, came into his hands, he fell ill with typhus and
dysentery. Accompanying the German corps in Asia
Minor were medical units, and among them a number of
Red Cross and St. John Ambulance nurses. In charge
of a section of the St. John Ambulance nurses was Fraulein
von Rintelen, the sister of that same Captain von Rintelen
who had to thank Captain von Papen for his imprisonment.
It happened that Captain von Papen, after he had fallen
ill, was handed over to the very same field hospital of which
Fraulein von Rintelen was in charge. He immediately told
her how her brother had been one of his best assistants and
dearest friends in the United States. At that time Fraulein
von Rintelen had no hint of the way her brother had fallen
into the hands of the British. She was therefore particularly
pleased to discover among her patients an ostensible friend
of her brother's. She tended him with her own hands with
the utmost self-devotion, so that he should be set on his
feet again with the greatest possible speed. Sl\e gave him
morphia to lessen the pain, she arranged that he should